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FairPoint Communications and Sheriff Bill King Commend Senate 
Commerce Committee Passage of Senior Fraud Prevention Act  

 
Bipartisan support to protect senior citizens takes important step 

 
PORTLAND, Maine (June 16, 2016) - FairPoint Communications and York County 
Sheriff Bill King applaud the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation for passing S.1490, the Seniors Fraud Prevention Act of 2015, 
yesterday. The bill, introduced by Senators Amy Klobuchar (D, MN) and Susan 
Collins (R, Maine), now moves to the full senate. 
  
“Senior citizens all across the country, but especially those in New England, have 
had their personal life savings and trust stolen by cowardly criminals who prey on 
our elderly through a complex system of phone scams that often originate outside 
the U.S.,” said Sheriff King, who has previously testified before the Senate Select 
Committee on Aging on the magnitude of scams against seniors, such as the 
Jamaican Lottery Scam.  
 
The Jamaican Lottery Scam, also known as a Sweepstakes Scam, begins with a 
phone call to the senior informing the recipient they have “won a prize,” but in 
order to claim the prize, the scammer pressures the senior to pay a fee “to cover 
the prize’s taxes or associated costs.” 
 
FairPoint and Sheriff King have worked closely with our elected leaders in 
Washington to take steps to address this issue by increasing public awareness. With 
yesterday’s action, the Senate Committee has taken an important step towards 
ensuring our elderly are protected from illegal phone scams. 
 
“Far too many older Mainers are being financially ruined by strangers over the 
telephone,” said Mike Reed, Maine state president for FairPoint. “FairPoint will 
continue to be an ardent supporter of Senator Collins in her efforts to protect our 
seniors. We are especially pleased that this has received bipartisan support.”  
 
S. 1490 will establish an advisory office within the Bureau of Consumer Protection 
of the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). The Bureau will monitor fraudulent 
activities conducted through the mail, television, Internet, telemarketing, and 
recorded message telephone calls that target senior citizens. The Bureau will also 
work with local law enforcement and the families or caregivers of seniors to report 
fraudulent activity through the Consumer Sentinel Network, a database that 
federal, state, and local law enforcement can use to track such activity. 

  



 
FairPoint and York County Sheriff King would personally like to thank Senators 
Collins, Ayotte, Shaheen, Klobuchar, McCaskill and Schatz for their work on 
protecting our senior citizens and now call on the full Senate to pass S. 1490.  
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